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REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION OF OFFICE ACTION MAILED APRIL 18, 2003 



Applicants' attorney wishes to thank Examiner Pechhold and her supervisor for their 
consideration of the case during the telephone interviews of May 16, 2003. 



As discussed, the Office action of May 1 8, 2003 included a rejection (paragraph 2 of the 
Office action) of Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-14, 16-22, and 24-28 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). Paragraph 3 of 
the Office action indicated that allowable subject matter was found in Claims 38-43, and that those 
claims would be allowable if placed in independent form. However, the Office action did not include 
a statement of the statutory basis for rejection of pending Claims 29-37. Although it might be 
assumed that the comments appearing at pages 7 and 8 suggest that the Examiner intended to reject 
those claims under the same principles and the same combination of references employed with 
respect to the rejection of Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-14, 16-22, and 24-28, no statement was provided as 
to whether or not Claims 29-37 were being rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), or whether the two 
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references were applied as they were with respect to Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-14, 16-22, and 24-28. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the Office action be corrected to clearly define the basis 
for the rejection of Claims 29-37. 
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